
CONTENTS

REGULARS

FEATURES

6 Off the shelf
All the latest products for the DIY’er

8 Voice your views 
Your chance to air an opinion

10 DIY matters
News, views and reviews from around the globe

51 Bright ideas
Readers share their innovative time-and-space saving DIY ideas

54 Ask our experts
Your DIY queries answered by our panel of experts

56 A woodworker’s diary
Over the years, Denis Lock has come to appreciate the benefits 
of using manmade boards

60 Woodworker’s corner
Sharing techniques, ideas and a love of wood

64 Tailpiece 
Annalien Grensemann talks about tools and spices 

12 Garages   
How to renovate your garage in a few easy steps

16 Woodworking
Learn how to build a bench with handy built-in storage

20 Outdoor projects
4 Easy weekend projects for your garden

24 Painting
We’ve gathered a collection of amazing painting techniques for your walls

26 Swimming pools
11 Summer pool care hacks

30 Solutions
Find out how to make a small room look bigger

32 Woodworking
Make a simple pine side table

36 Plumbing
Quick plumbing repairs for the DIYer

40 Woodworking 
Working with manmade boards

44 Reader’s project
Malvin O’Donovan, shows you how to recycle old planks

45 Advice  
Save on expensive repairs with regular maintenance

46 Construction
Learn how to install drywall

48 Motoring
Your handy summer road trip checklist

52 Young DIY’er
Make a Velcro and felt target game

32

THE HOME HANDYMAN   AUGUST 2016 111

The Home Handyman is published by Home Handyman 
Publishing cc ck2000/036356/23
PO Box 48, Cramerview, 2060
10 Cypress Avenue, Bryanston Ext. 3, RSA
email: editorial@homehandyman.co.za
Tel: 011-462-5645/ 5796 / 3213  
Fax: 086-551-0749
Publisher: Allan Swart
Associate publisher: Michelle Funke

Editor: Gareth Greathead 
Assistant Editor: Aarifah Nosarka, 
Feature writers: Lynne Yates, Loren Shirley-Carr,  
Clifford Roberts
Sub-editors: Lynne Yates, Loren Shirley-Carr
Technical consultant: Denis Lock 
Layout & design: dee@stormdeezigns.co.za

HOW TO CONTACT US:
Editorial enquiries:
Tel: 011-462-5645 / 5796 / 3213 
Fax: 086-551-0749
email: editorial@homehandyman.co.za

Advertising representatives:
Shelagh Page
Tel: 011-723-9000 / Cell: 082-822-5959
email: shelagh@homehandyman.co.za 
Debbie Heard
Tel: 011-465-4265 / Cell: 083-302-7493
email: debbie@homehandyman.co.za

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE: 
By email: admin@homehandyman.co.za
By hotline phone: 011-462-5645 / 5796 / 3213
By fax: 086-551-0749
Online: www.homehandyman.co.za
Subscription enquiries:  
Candida Giambo-Kruger
Tel: 011-462-5645 / 5796 / 3213
email: admin@homehandyman.co.za

Subscription rates:
SA: R296.00 (incl VAT) for 11 issues
Reproduction: AstraGraphics
Printing: Paarl Media KZN, Mahogany Ridge,  
Westmead, Durban
Distribution: Republican News Agency

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the publisher or 
its agents. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents, 
neither the editor nor the publisher can be held responsible for any omissions or 
errors. Images used are for illustration purposes and are not endorsed by  
The Home Handyman. Every care has been taken to ensure that all the information 
and projects presented in this publication are accurate, reliable and safe. It should 
be noted, however, that the ideas for designs and product use are presented as 
suggestions only. The editor strongly advises that the reader check local by-laws 
and consult a qualified professional before undertaking any project and cannot 
be held responsible for any loss, damage, injury or death resulting from any 
information contained here. 

©The Home Handyman, 1994. All rights reserved. No part of this magazine may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, recording, or any information storage or retrieval system 
without prior permission from the publisher.

www.homehandyman.co.za

Kitchens have become a topic that home magazines cover annually and 
we don’t like to follow the pack, but... kitchens have in large replaced the 
dining room table and even the lounge, with TVs even making their way into 
the kitchen. Today, the kitchen is a place where families come together to 
entertain, talk, prepare meals and eat. 

With changing needs and more time spent in this area of the home, upgrades 
are often required. Upgrading your kitchen needn’t cost a fortune and there 
are many ways to maximise the available space. Retail stores have made 
cabinetmaking a core business focus due to increased demand. This means 
that you can order cabinet carcasses to size, choose ready assembled units or 
knock together flat box kits in standard dimensions to save money.

In this issue, we feature an article on the use of computer-aided drafting (CAD) 
for the hobbyist, which makes it possible to plot designs and even test the 
working of mechanical components before starting a project. The use of CAD 
software is also useful when planning and designing your kitchen. 

Gas stoves have become a popular alternative due to increasing electricity 
tariffs and sometimes unreliable supply. Known as gas cookers, these require 
only a limited amount of maintenance, but ignoring this could result in some 
costly repairs as neglected components corrode. If you have gas appliances, we 
recommend you install a gas detection device, and a smoke detector should be 
part of every kitchen. It is important to note that installation of gas appliances 
must be done by a registered professional with the requisite knowledge and 
qualifications.

We have been running a tree of the month article for several issues now 
and this month’s tree is the yellowwood – our national tree. Many of our 
indigenous trees were harvested unsustainably in the past, with a lot of 
the timber being used in the development of infrastructure. Since then, 
conservation efforts have resulted in many species being listed as protected. 
After speaking to several woodworkers, 
it seems that many, including myself, are 
unaware of the processes that need to be 
followed and the implications of ignoring 
these. We will endeavour to speak to the 
authorities in the near future and clear up 
any confusion that may exist.

There is also an article on changing the way 
you make a wood-burning fire to keep you 
warm during what we hope will be the last 
month of winter.

Gareth Greathead, Editor

EDITOR’S NOTE

Kitchens – the heart of  
the home
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